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LICENTIATE THESIS ____________________________________________ 
 

 

Title: Sacrament of Marriage – True Orthodox Perspective 

Abstract: In our study of the true Orthodox perspective on the Sacrament of Marriage we 

have focused on the Orthodox concept of marriage as a Sacrament (Mysterion), that is, on an 

aspect of Marriage which reveals a complementarity between the two traditions and unfolds 

the beauty of Christ's Church – its unity in diversity. Our thesis is that the current marriage 

rites in the Orthodox Churches are an expression of the positive view that the Fathers held of 

marriage, sexuality, and procreation. A theological analysis of the prayers of the marriage 

service yields a positive vision of marriage, its goodness and holiness, and in fact implies the 

same concept and reveals the same purpose and properties of Marriage as in the Roman 

Catholic Church. This all culminated in a very important conclusion – the teaching of the two 

Churches specifically on the Sacrament of Marriage should not disclose any substantial 

disagreements. In our work we tried to prove this very claim, attempting to resolve some of 

the disputed questions that seem to divide East and West.   

Committee chair/members: Prof. Dr. Peter A. Kwasniewski, Prof. Dr. Michael Waldstein, 

Prof. Dr. Nicholas Healy, Prof. Dr. Larry Hogan 
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RESEARCH INTERESTS _________________________________________ 
 

 

Theology: sacramental theology, moral theology, theology of the Orthodox Church  
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The teachings of the Church Fathers 

Christology 
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Marriage and family 
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